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Renewing Our Connection.
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Circa 1988-89.  It's nostalgia time. The president of BMA Mr. Ernest Fernandes (also my excellent marketing Professor from JBIMS) called me over to his erstwhile TOMCO office and gave me an existing issue of BMA Review. As I was working with The Times of India, he asked me to develop a Strategy Note. I prepared it enthusiastically and in his trademark broad smile  said : “Ok,now convert this paper  strategy into reality !! Execute it”.

This is how my association and journey with BMA Review began. I contributed in every aspect of the Journal interacting with Jatin Parmar and other Editorial Board member’s right from interviews, proof- reading to attending conferences to transcribe lectures of eminent management professionals, breaking my head with the printer, sending thank you notes to author’s et al.
In 1995, I had a paragliding accident and suffered a devastating and permanent spinal injury. i became a paraplegic, paralysis of lower limbs and many other difficulties like lack of sensation and movement waist down. I had to undergo intensive rehabilitation for over two years post the accident, 6 hours of physiotherapy per day. Mr. B. D. More and late Mr. J. C. Saboo (President of BMA 1996 – 97) visited my home and requested me to take over as the chairperson of the Editorial Board of BMA Review. The mandate being to publish six quality issues on time regularly as a bi-monthly. Prior to this the publication was sporadic. 80% of my body was affected due to spinal injury and here I had the unflinching confidence of BMA Office bearers in my ability and aptitude to deliver. I rolled up my sleeves, charged by PC and got down to creating a publication of reckoning – which senior members like Mr. Sitest Dutt, Mr. Krishnamoorthy,  Mr. Punjabi and several others still remember and cherish.

The terrific FORCE with me on the Editorial Board guiding and encouraging were all stalwarts and notable past-presidents of BMA. I was in august company…. The initiator of a BMA publication – Late Mr. Soli Doctor (the initiator of the first BMA Publication then christened AMBIT – A Palindrome- figure of speech -read in reverse -   Transmission of  Information by Bombay Management Association). Mr. Ernest Fernandes, Mr. IP Singh, Mr. Nagpal, Mr. Khamhatta, Mr. K Umrootkar, Gladys, Jatin Parmar  and Jose – We met, discussed, learnt, had home –made snacks at all  homes that sometimes intruded on siesta time, we conducted meeting at our homes, hosted the meetings and enjoyed every second of the process for 6 years without a break. The issues on Managing, Innovation, Ethics, Family Managed Business, Healthcare Management and more were (are) Collectors Issues. (I proudly and magnanimously gave these issues recently to the new team, as BMA office did not have this collection).

It was a sad day when we learnt that due to lack of sponsors, funds and revenue our dear BMA Review was being discontinued in 2003. The SHARING AND CONNECT with the management fraternity through this mouthpiece abruptly stopped since then. 

When I was awarded the Best Chairperson award for BMA Review at the Taj on 26th May 2000 the entire team was present. I slowly walked up to the podium on the walker to receive the award from RBI Governor Shri Bimal Jalan. The terrific publication that we had created was being acknowledged and the satisfaction and joy expressed by our team that day knew no bounds. Indeed a vindication of all our sweat and toil over the years. Any commercial agency would have easily made Lakhs of rupees for the same publication which we did gratis ‘for the joy of spreading management thought.' A fraction of the society may label us stupid but 'we are like that only.' Richer in our minds and hearts through this act.

It is indeed heartening that once again this wonderful publication- BM REVIEW is taking flight.

We, the erstwhile team, approached BMA Review with passion, involvement and commitment – this has resulted in its mass appeal and high recall. I am sure the new team will have a similar approach and its fare enjoyed by our members.

Being the chairperson of the editorial board, I would sign off each editorial as 'From the Chair’. In 2005 I compiled all my editorials in the form of a well received book “ Nano thoughts on Management.' it continues to evoke happy memories.

Viv La BMA Review. Great to have you back on our tablets, PC's and mobile devices being an e journal. Hope to have you on our bookshelves too in printed form soon!
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