Nina Foundation is strongly committed to its mission of rehabilitation of people with spinal cord injury and has instituted the Rockstar Award to recognise that individual who has, with exemplary courage, faced and won the battles in life in spite of having spinal cord injury. The Awardee is chosen without bias, i.e. irrespective of geographic, religious, linguistic or ethnic differences.


By presenting this Rockstar Award, Nina Foundation “renews the spirit of life”. It is proud that this achiever also encourages others to reach the top in whatever vocations they choose. Yeh Rockstar puraskaar iss shaks ko diyaa jaata hai jisne jeevan ki samasyaonko hattake ek aise mukkaam pahooncha hai jo taarifee kaabil hai.

Iss saal kaun hai yeh shaks jo hamey itnee sphoortee detaa hai?

This year, who is this individual who infinitely inspires us, we can and do look up to?

Mr. Nitin Goyal was named our 4th Rockstar Awardee for the year 2012. 
Born in Vrindavan in 1972, grew up in Mathura, Nitin Goyal enrolled in the university business school at Chandigarh to pursue management studies in 1994. A road accident in mar-95 caused spinal injury rendering him to be a paraplegic and a wheelchair-user. He was operated in Hinduja Hospital, Mumbai and thereafter, continued his rehab for a year in the Military Hospital, Pune. 

Undeterred, he completed his MBA studies securing a 2nd rank in the university. He successfully spear- headed the first- ever management festival of his college. In 1997 he was selected by Siemens for India Telecom Unit’s new division-Treasury.

Nitin ji ka janam Mathura me hua aur management ka shikshan Chandigarh mey. 1995 mein accident ke kaaran unko spinal cord injury hua. Unhoney unkaa dhyey wahi rakhaa jo unkee khwaaish thee. His professional career is only an upward graph! From a fresher executive trainee, in six months, he took over the manager’s role under guided direction of vice-president – corporate finance.
In 2002, in five years being appointed as manager and group head – corporate treasury and insurance. A year later in 2003, in a lateral move, he moved to internal audit function as group head – business improvement. Thereafter, he was promoted to senior manager in 2006. No, it doesn’t stop at this.
In 2007, when Siemens and Nokia merged to form Nokia Siemens Networks, he joined as business controller for global corporate finance. A year later, he joined the India leadership team as head of business excellence, where he managed change management and implementation of all new global programs in India and quality management. They say that one always goes back to the roots to follow the desire of the heart. This was true for Nitin, too! His passion was treasury and 2010 ushered him as head of treasury for India region. Later, he took charge as captain of his treasury ship as head of regional treasury, Asia, Pacific and India. So, on his ship of success, Nitin happily sailed along. Siemens mein unhoaney bahut hee jaldi trainee sey manager, baad mein aarthik division ke head aur ab, Nokia Siemens Networks mein , Asia, Pacific aur India ke mukhya baney hai. 

This captain and ship did not sail just one ocean or stop at just one port. Not surprising that he stopped at many of his callings. What were his ports of call, or calling?

Port 1 - share group- as he was personally aware of the challenges an SCI faces in daily life, in 2002, he set an online community for SCIs in form of an e-mail group: SCI-India. 

Port 2 - counselling- he acts as a volunteer, peer counsellor to SCIs. As a member of rehab committee of ISIC, New Delhi, he is responsible for identifying ways of improving the rehab experience. 

Port 3 - motivation- motivating people to live a full life, post-SCI, advising them on activities of daily living and meeting challenges encouraging them to pursue their interests, make a career, how to manage life in office, mobility, etc.  Basically help them to discover themselves.

Port 4 - setting an example that employment, driving, domestic and foreign travel, active social life, social work, marriage and parenthood can also be a part of their lives as others. 

Port 5 - as member of Consumer Committee of Spinal Cord Society (India). He is helping create a national organization for building infrastructure and support for people living with spinal cord injuries.

Port 6 - education that of supporting NGOs providing free education to street children.

Port 7- creating more awareness through articles, giving talks, be it international conferences or at ISIC. His paper on “the role of NGOs and media in bringing disabled people into mainstream of society” was well-received.
Nitin ji ney ab share group banaayaa hai, counselling aur protsaahan deytey hai. Bacchonkee padhaaee ki aour dhyaan aur samaaj seva  kartey hain. Bharat key SCI Committee mein bhi hain. Khud ko ek saphaltaa kaa udhaaharan banaaya hai. He says that all his achievements are accredited to all the special people who stood by him as he started anew to paint a beautiful picture of success on a blank canvas of his post-SCI life. 

On the temporal side of life, Nitin Goyal enjoys a normal lifestyle. As a morale booster, he bought himself an automatic transmission Maruti Zen, and fitted Ferdi’s hand control system in it. The year 2000 he literally ‘hit the road’, started driving into the beautiful garden called life. Married to Anjana in 2001 and blessed with 2 lovely daughters, Aaraadhya and Siya. He has not only travelled socially and professionally across India but also overseas. 

So, we wish Nitin many, many more travels galore!

Now, you know why Nina Foundation chose him to be a Rockstar…a star of the evening?

A sensitive beautiful film made by Kreate Advertising Pvt. Ltd. on our Rockstar Awardee, Mr. Nitin Goyal, was screened. Dhaval Mehta, CMD, 
Kreate Advertising Pvt. Ltd., read the citation awarded to Mr. Goyal, which was presented by Major General Salgotra, VSM, Commandant Military Hospital CTC, Pune. Nitin Goyal also received a Rockstar Trophy 2012, sponsored and created by Mr. Madhu Narang, MD Better Services. Ms. Diana Hayden, Miss World 1997 who was the Celebrity Guest of the evening presented this beautiful Rockstar Trophy to Nitin. 

There was a popper gun that burst out tinsel in this celebration after which, Nitin 

gave his acceptance speech.
‘Stars’ in the life of Mr. Nitin Goyal include his wife, Anjana, his daughters, Aaraadhya and Siya, his aunt who lives in Mumbai with whom he stayed during his rehab and Richa, his cousin from Chandigarh, with whom he stayed whilst doing his management study.

Nitin, well done! You truly INSPIRE us!
