The Will Star Award was introduced last year, 2011, by Nina Foundation for the one who, in his journey of courage, has shown grit and determination to overcome all obstacles and risen high------to catch the stars, in spite of challenges faced by him. He has the spirit, the spirit that Nina Foundation stands for…that indomitable spirit of Life, “to walk together for a wonderful tomorrow” with a head held high! A life that is truly filled with renewed Hope, Positivity and Achievement! 

This year’s winner and idol, Mr. Amol Boriwale hails from Pune in Maharashtra.  
In the Mahabharat, peerless archer, Arjun once noticed his brother, Bheem,
a voracious eater, eating very comfortably in the dark as though it was daylight. This made him wonder if practicing archery in the dark would make him an even greater master of this skill. Mahabharat me ek kahani hai jismey Arjun ne Bheem ko andherey me khaatey huey dekhaa, tab Arjun ney sochaa kyon na main andhere mein teer lagaanaa na seekhoo, jiss se woh iss kalaa me utteern ho jaay. Yahee dhanushyabaan, Amol Boriwale ney utthaayaa.

This is exactly what Amol Boriwale did. In the darkest phase of his life,
this aspiring paratrooper did not lose hope, nor was he scared of heights - be it in measurement or be it just ‘going beyond’ his own expectation. 

You will shortly see why?

Famous archer, Howard Hill won all of the 267 archery contests he entered.
Zig Zaglar said when Hill was asked whether it would be possible for him to shoot better than the best, he said, “ yes, if I were blindfolded!”
When asked how could he hit a target he could not see or a target he didn't even have to shoot at? 

Howard Hill calmly replied, “you need to have goals in your life!”

Boriwale ney hech keley. Aapley sharir baazoola thevoon, mun ghatta keley, va dhyeyanishtha hovoon, hee kalaa haathaat ghetlee. He put aside his physically- challenged body, set a target for himself with many goals and made a fresh start. This ‘Arjun’ initially could not wield the bow and arrow without being clumsy. However, his determination hit the bull’s eye. Hum sab Amol, key zidd ko salaam kartey hain.

Unkey ‘Dronacharya’, Ravi Shankar Ji, unkee bahut yogya taareef kartey huey kehte hain, ki unkee lagan aur yashasvee honeykee icchha bahut prabal hai. Yahee uska vishesh plus point hai. His ‘Dronacharya’, ASI coach Mr. Ravi Shankar, is all praise for him saying that more than his skills, it is his hunger to succeed is commendable Last year on a visit to PRC, Pune, Sachin Tendulkar encouraged him to keep going at it with determination! 

We, at Nina Foundation are so happy for Amol!

It is said, once a soldier, always a soldier. Wanting to do something for his country, he joined Infantry battalion para of the Indian Army in 2006. Just after 6 months, during de-mining of the J&K area, a mine blasted & its splinters damaged his spinal cord at T-10 level. This left him paralysed below his waist with loss of control over his bowel & bladder for the rest of his life. Initially treated at the military hospital Kirkee, near Pune, he was relieved from military service in August 2008. 

Jab unkey saath haadsaa hua, unkey zindagi ney unhe ek nayey junction par laaya. PRC mein jahaan woh reheney aaye udhar bahut saarey SCI mitra sports khel rahey thhey. Unkey man mein vichaar aayaa, ‘kyon na maiy?’ Yahaan se unkee nayee shuruwat hui aur ek nayaa hauslaa. Destiny opened his heart to a new door in his life at the PRC, where he now lives. He saw paraplegics play various sports. He started training in sports viz., discus and javelin, and, subsequently shifted to archery. It was only in 2009 that he started professional training in archery. What started as a hobby turned out to be a turning point in his life. For, 3 national championships for archery and 2 for athletics, his tally of medals won are wow-able, viz., 30 gold, 2 silver and 1 bronze. Well done, Amol!

Amol Boriwale, ney unkey iss nayaa pyaar ko ek sadhana banayee jiss mey unkey medals kaafi hai – tees sunehere, 2 chandee aur ek bronze.

Wah wah! 

At the National Level, he came first in Maharashtra’s Golden-Jubilee Run,
December 6th 2009, a race against aids and the archery championship 2011, Paralympic Archery Federation (India). Starting at a distance of winning at 30, he is now at the winning distance of 90! 

He is proud to have represented India in the International Wheelchair Amputee Sports in 2009, the Asian Para Games held in China in the year 2010, and in Italy in the year, 2011. His achievements include winning the International Marathon (wheelchair) held in Pune, not once but thrice! It does not stop at this. He has won 5 gold medals in national para archery championships, 2011. Amol truly does make the country proud! Rashtriya spardhaa mein to unko yash milaa hi. Lekin antar rashtriya spardhaa mein bhi hissa lekey hath bharey medals jeet ke aaye. Gaataa rahey aapkaa dil iss haath sey zyaada bharey medals sey! Kaabiley taarif!!

He is truly the Will Star! Well, not only for his grit and determination, but he takes the pride of place by being the only, yes the only paraplegic archer in India. He competes with none other than himself. His target now is to improve his own record. He has raised the bar of his standards much higher and now is determined to etch his name in world-rankings. Unko ab khud se hee behetar karnaa hain aur antar rashtriya ranking kamaanee hain. Wah, yeh bhi aap jald se hassilll karey, yeh hamari duua hai.

His contribution to society includes motivating newly-injured SCI friends to face life with dignity & show that such members are not a liability, in fact achievers and a paragon of confidence. This he sets an example by travelling alone by train.

His normal day includes 8 hours of daily, rigorous practice- 4 hours in the morning and 4 hours in the evening. He is grateful to PRC, Pune who has rewarded him with professional ASI equipment and also the Indian army who have given him valuable financial support.

A sensitive film made by Kreate Advertising on our Will Star Awardee,
Mr. Bhagwansa Amol Boriwale was screened. Dhaval Mehta, CMD, Kreate Advertising Pvt. Ltd., read the citation awarded to Mr. Boriwale, which was presented by Mr. Saisuresh, Editorial Director, Rediff.com. Amol Boriwale also received a beautiful Will Star Trophy 2012, sponsored and created by
Mr. Madhu Narang, MD Better Services and Ms. Diana Hayden, Miss World 1997 who was the Celebrity Guest of the evening presented the trophy to Amol.
After the fanfare of the popper gun sprinkling celebration tinsel all over, thereafter, Mr. Boriwale gave his acceptance speech. His family was invited on the podium to share his joy, too!

Three Cheers to the recipient of the Will Star Trophy 2012 Amol Boriwale…
HIP HIP HURRAY………. HIP HIP HURRAY………. HIP HIP HURRAY! 

